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Executive Summary 

 
The Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension to LA/Ontario International Airport Strategic Planning Study 
was commissioned in November, 2007. This study evaluated conceptual light rail routes to determine 
publicly acceptable, technically sound, and cost effective alternatives for extending Metro Gold Line 
service nearly eight miles east of its proposed terminus in Montclair, to the LA/Ontario International 
Airport. A Project Study Team (PST) joined with community stakeholders to address technical issues, 
environmental concerns, right-of-way, station locations, passenger forecasts, cost implications, and 
potential termini of the proposed alignments. Funding was provided through grants from The Southern 
California Association of Governments (SCAG) and San Bernardino Associated Governments 
(SANBAG).The study serves as an important first step for undertaking further detailed technical analyses 
toward a regional project poised for federal financial consideration.   
 
Background 
 
The need and potential for a public transit connection to the LA /Ontario International Airport was 
articulated by San Gabriel Valley residents and businesses throughout the public comment period of the 
Foothill Extension DEIS/DEIR process.  This public viewpoint directly complemented major passenger 
development goals within LA/Ontario International Airport’s 2030 master plan as well as Los Angeles 
World Airport’s objectives to grow passenger use from 7 million (2006) to its full capacity of 30 million.  
The City of Ontario was also in the midst of re-envisioning and adapting land use plans surrounding the 
Airport that would support the inclusion of a public transit system. 
 
A unique aspect of the project was the opportunity for Los Angeles County and San Bernardino County 
to pool resources and experience to collaboratively plan and fund a seamless light rail extension that 
would provide significant mutual transit and economic benefits. 
 
Planning Team Approach and Public Outreach 
 
Two committees were created to participate in the study process. First, a Technical Advisory 
Committee (TAC) was created to facilitate coordination among the cities in the study area and to 
oversee the PST’s development of viable alternative alignments.  The TAC was comprised of 
representatives from cities and regulatory agencies that could be affected by the proposed light rail link 
to the LA/Ontario International Airport.  Second, the Ontario Advisory Committee (AC) invited the 
participation of elected officials representing communities along the proposed alignments. The PST met 
with the AC on an “as needed” basis to disseminate the PST’s progress. 
 
Public outreach began with a press conference in October, 2007 at the LA/Ontario International Airport 
to formally launch the study. Three open house sessions were held in the cities of Ontario, Rancho 
Cucamonga, and Upland during a two-week period in early 2008 where the PST presented the proposed 
alignments conveyed the merits and limitations of each, solicited feedback, and received 
recommendations for alternative alignments. A second round of public outreach meetings was held in 
June 2008 to present the final three proposed alignments. Other venues for public input included a 
dedicated website for the Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension to LA/Ontario International Airport 
Strategic Planning Study and a community hotline.  
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The website disseminated information about the study, updated the status of the study, and provided a 
venue for the public to comment on the potential alignments. 
 
The Alignments 
 
In advance of the study, the Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension Construction Authority had identified 
three potential alignments to be used as a starting point for the initial assessment. These included: 
 
Alignment 1 - The Baldwin Park Branch/Milliken or Blue alignment would extend eastward from 
the proposed Montclair station following the abandoned Baldwin Park Branch right-of-way, owned by 
SANBAG, adjacent to a contiguous recreational trail. This potential alignment would run parallel 
Baseline Road to Milliken Avenue before turning southward on Milliken Avenue.  The alignment would 
continue at street level and over Interstate 10 (I-10) to Airport Drive before turning west towards 
LA/Ontario International Airport where it terminates. The Baldwin Park Branch alignment was 
previously referred to as the Pacific Electric Trail (PE Trail) in the course of this Study. 
 
Alignment 2 - The Metrolink/Cucamonga Channel or Red alignment would travel eastward using 
the existing Metrolink right-of-way, owned by SANBAG parallel to West 8th Street to a location where 
the track meets Cucamonga Channel east of Vineyard Avenue.  The alignment would then turn 
southward following the Cucamonga Channel crossing over Interstate 10 (I-10) to the proposed 
terminus at the LA/Ontario International Airport.    
 
Alignment 3 - The Metrolink/Euclid/Holt or Green alignment would commence with the Red 
alternative to Euclid Avenue and turn southward in the wide median of Euclid Avenue for 2.3 miles. 
Thereafter, the alignment would turn east on either I-10 or a corridor between Holt Boulevard and 
State Street until the proposed terminus at LA/Ontario International Airport.   
 
The initial assessment of the alignments revealed certain limitations and challenges identified by the PST 
in one-on-one meetings with stakeholder representatives of the various agencies and public officials. A 
southern alignment of the Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension (either the Red alignment or Green 
alignment) would have to cross the Metrolink mainline at some point outside the Montclair station 
which would necessitate a grade separation between the two rail systems. Finally, any alignments that 
would cross the I-10 freeway interchange, which is inevitable, would pose significant traffic operations 
and engineering conflicts.  
 
The three initial routes expanded to thirteen (13) potential alignments. The expanded alignments 
incorporated comments and technical feedback on service areas, travel time, potential cost, public and 
private right-of-way, traffic operation impacts, and safety. 
 
The PST presented the thirteen potential alignments to the public at the open houses for their review, 
comments and recommendations. The key positive attributes identified by stakeholders included 
overwhelming support of the concept of extending Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension to the Airport, 
utilizing existing rail rights-of-way, stations located near business areas, Metro Gold Line’s connection to 
downtown Los Angeles, cost savings of using Metro Gold Line compared to the Metrolink, and 
providing transit service for elderly and visually impaired residents.  The negative attributes raised by the 
community were the potential displacement of residences, the length of time to complete the project, 
the use of the Baldwin Park Branch right-of-way, and stations along the freeway.  
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The list was refined to  seven (7) more viable and sound alignments to be scored by the TAC for twenty 
specific items related to alignment, circulation and mobility, environmental factors, land use 
issues, and policy issues.  The TAC rankings were forwarded to the Advisory Committee (AC) for 
review, and the final three alignments selected by the AC to be advanced to the detailed technical 
analysis were: 
 

1. Alignment 2A- Metrolink/Cucamonga Channel 
2. Alignment 2B- Metrolink/Vineyard/Holt 
3. Alignment 3B- Baldwin Park Branch/Cucamonga Channel 

 
Additional Study Considerations 
 
Factors that were considered when determining potential light rail station locations included existing 
and future development, right-of-way, potential traffic impacts (particularly for at-grade crossings with 
major arterials), safety, parking potential, opportunities for transit-oriented development, transit 
attractors, and spacing between stations.  In all, thirteen locations on the three alignments were 
identified and subsequently evaluated as desirable stations.   
 
Potential ridership on these three candidate alignments (2A, 2B, and 3B), were evaluated. Ridership 
forecast were derived from two separate methodologies. The first part of the forecast was developed 
from the LA Metro’s Corridors Base model which analyzed and projected ridership based on a number 
of trip purposes including Home Based Work Trips, Home Based University Trips, Home Based Other 
Trips, and Non-Home Based Trips. The second part of the forecast considers the LA/Ontario 
International Airport projections to serve approximately 30 million passengers annually by 2030. Total 
Metro Gold Line ridership to be considered in 2030 would be the sum of trips from the regional 
transportation and the Airport passenger estimate. 
 
On average, approximately 14,000 daily boardings would occur between the Montclair TransCenter 
station and the LA/Ontario International Airport Terminus station on any one of the three final 
candidate alignments by the year of 2030. 
 
A series of alignment and station layout plans were developed for analyzing the engineering 
feasibility and to ascertain the constructability of the candidate alignments.  The plans have been 
developed for Alignments 2A and 3B and are shown on Figure E-1.   
 
Preliminary Cost Estimate 
 
Development and construction costs from the Gold Line Phase II DEIS / DEIR were used as the basis to 
develop a more refined construction cost estimate for alignments 2A and 3B.  The refined year of 2008 
project cost estimate, including planning, design, construction, right-of-way, and contingency cost, for 
the two alignments is: 
 

• Alignment 2A-  $308,700,000 
• Alignment 3B-  $399,800,000 
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Following this Planning Study, an Alternatives Analysis (AA) will be conducted to examine the full range 
of alternative routes, technologies, and configurations for the extending Metro Gold Line service east to 
the LA/Ontario International Airport, and to recommend a Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) to be 
carried forward into engineering and construction.   
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